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doctrine on an almost universal scale/1- Before his time the
ideal of non-violence had come to be regarded a cloistered virtue.
Sit lacked that fulness of meaning, the universality of application
and the compelling appeal which Gandhiji lias imparted to it.
In demonstrating the applicability of non-violence to all situa-
tions of life, he has restated and reinterpreted the Ideal. In his
philosophy non-violence has grown c-nd has been renovated.
In so far as the survival and progress of mankind depend on
non-violence, which is, according to him, the law of life,
Gandhiji, who is the most authoritative exponent of non-violence
in the contemporary world, has made an invaluable contribution
to social and political thought.4

The philosophy of satyagraha is a great contribution to the
cause of human welfare partly because Gandhiji is much more
than a mere political thinker, statesman -or academic philo-
sopher. He is a seer, a creative moral genius whose one constant
endeavour for about six decades has been the steady pursuit
of moral discipline essential, according to the philosophical
tradition of ancient India, for discerning Satya. His philosophy
is based on what he considers to be the law of life and its
growth, i.e., non-violence, the very soul of Truth, its maturest
fruit. Gandhiji also feels that non-violence is his God-given
mission. Thus, "I am confident that God has made me the
instrument of showing the better way."5 "God. . .has chosen
me as His instrument for presenting non-violence to India. . . .3'6
Again, "My mission is to convert every Indian. . .and finally
the world, to non-violence for regulating mutual relations
whether political, economic, religious or social."7

At least on the grounds of expediency non-violence seems
to be the price humanity must pay for its survival and growth.
But will Gandhiji's message of satyagraha find acceptance on
the part of the people in these dark and uncertain days when
force and greed seem on the ascendant?

3 Y. /., Ill, p. 367.
4 "I do not think," wrote the late Mr. G. F. Andrews, "that there has
been any more vital and inspiring contribution to ethical   truth   in   our
generation than Mr. Gandhi's fearless  logic in tlie practice of   Aliimsa"
Speeches, Introduction, p. 14.
5 H., Sept. 29, 1940, p. 302.
6 H., July 23, 1938, p. 193.
7 H., July 13, 1940, p. 410.